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At Roma mere in fervitium Confules, Patres, Eques; quanta 
quis illuftrior, tanto magis falfi ac feftinantes, vultuque com- 
pofito.---Infurgere paulatim AuGustTUs, munia fenatus, ma- 
giftratuum, legum in fe traheres paucis nobilium adverfantibus > 
cum cxteri, quanto quis fervitio promptior, opibus et hono- 
ribus extollerentur; ac novis ex rebus auéti tuta et prefentia 
quam vetera et periculofa mallent. -Manebant tamen etiam tum 


vettigia morientis libertatis. 
Tacir. 
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At a General Affe mbly of the Governor 
and Company of the State of Connec- 
ticut, holden at Hartford, on rhe Se- 
cond Thurfday of May, 4. D. 1779. 


EyRVERED, That the Hon. Jazrz 

Hamuin, Efq; and Col. Srreer 
Hart, return the Thanks of this Af- 
fembly to the Reverend Doctor Jamzs 
Dana, for his Sermon delivered before 
the General Affembly, on the anniver~ 
fary Eleétion, 13th May, 1779, and 
_ requeft a Copy thereof that it may be 
printed, 


AA true Copy of Record, 
Examined, by . 
Grorce Wyttys, Sec'ry, 
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An ELECTION SERMON. 


JEREMIAH XVII, 9, 140. 


And at what inftant I fhall fpeak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it: If it 
do evil in my fight, that it obey not my voice, then 
I will repent of the gooq wherewitp I faid I ‘ould 
benefit them. 


HIS paflage of facred writ is peculiarly adapted 

to infant ftates. From hence, and: the twa 

verfes next preceeding, we collec the general rule 

of the divine allotments towards political combina- 

tions---what will, on the one hand, affuredly reco- 

ver them from the brink of ruin---what may, on the 

_ other hand, prevent their exaltation when favorable 
profpedts open ypon them. 
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Tue prefent hour in the fan@uary will accord- 
ingly be devoted to a fubje@, which may at no time 
hereafter be fo feafonable, And the candour of this 
venerable auditory is relied on, while I offer fome 
fkétches on the providence of Gon in the rife and 
fall of empires---the veftiges of it encouraging us 
that the American confederacy may be built up--- 
the obligations of a people for whom great things 
have been done, and upon whom fuch profpects are 
opening---the danger, in our circumftances, of pre- 
fuming on the fmiles of heaven, and the quarters 
from which this danger is to be apprehended. 


Tue near relation thefe things have to the fitua- 
tion of our public affairs will apologize for my not 
calling your attention fo particularly to the origin 
of government---the ends of magiftracy---the cha- 
racter of a good ruler---and the duty of fubje&s. 


First, The governing providence of Gop is pre- 
fuppofed.-.a do@trine clear from the neceflary de- 
pendence of creatures--.the uniform courfe of na- 
ture, and fpecial interpofitions---implied in the fup- 
pofition of a revelation. Gop’s government is alike 
manifeft in the natural and moral world. Toa 
Being of infinite perfection all things are alike eafy, 
It's, moreover, of great moment, that the domini- 
on of the Soverzicn of the univetfe be confidered - 
as guided by unerring wifdom, and immutable holi- 
nefg and goodnefs. In this view our fubje& repre- 
fents it.. And hence it is equally the object of fear, 
pious refignation, filial joy and confidence, - 
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« ethover all. Promotion cometh neither from the 
« eaft, nor from the weft, nor from the fouth, but 
« Gop is judge: He pulleth down one, and fetteth 
“© up another. His coun/él fall ftand.”” It is in his 
family, the univerfe, as in a great boufe, wherein are 
veffels not only of gold and filver ; but alfo of wood and of 
earth ; and fome to honor, and fome to difbonor--- Words 
which, however immediately intended, may be ae- 
commodated to different orders ina civil communi- 
ty, and the rank different kingdoms hold among 
their neighbors. Some are ftrong, and others weak 5 
fome are above, and others beneath ; fome are the 
head, and others the tail. + 


Wuartever inftruments are employed in building 
and planting kingdoms, the divine hand is to be ul- 
timately eyed. Al] power is of God. He raifeth up, 
as well as removeth, « the mighty man, and the man 
« of war, the judge, and the prudent, the counfellor, 
« the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator,” 
who, in different ways, contribute to the exaltation 
of their people. To nim are to be afcribed their 
abilities, the time of their coming on the ftage to 
affert the rights of their country and mankind, their 
{phere of aétion, the acceptance of their fervices, and 
term of their ufefulinefs. And to whom but nim, 


who turneth the hearts of an whole people as the 
| heats 


4 2. Tm, ii, 20, Daur. xxviii, 13. 
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hearts of one man, thall we attribute the union of 


public bodies ? the concurrence and flrenuoys exer. 
tions of all ranks for the common fafety ? 


Tue fame Being turneth wife men backward, di- 
vides public councils, fends civil difcord into king- 
doms, defeats imilifary enterprizes however well 
concerted, and fills with terror thofe who feemed to 
be made without fear. “ At thy rebuke, O Gop of 
‘¢ Jacob, the ftout-hearted are fpoiled, and none of 
“¢ the men of might find their hands. Thou cutteft 
“€ off the fpirit of princes; and art terrible to the 
“* kings of the eatth: The wrath of man fhall praife 
<* thee ; the remainder of wrath fhall thou teftrain.”? 
Good rulers are bis minifters for good. Cruel tyrants 
are the rod of bis anger. “ J have created the waftet 
“* todeftroy, The most uicu ruleth in thekingdom 
< of men, and giveth it to whomfoever he will, and 
‘€ SETTETH UP OVER IT THE BASEST OF MEN.” 


Turse things imply no other divine influence 
than confifts with the moral perfedtions of the Dr- 
ity and human liberty. Far be it from Gop that 
be foould do wickedly. 


Ir it is afked, Why doth not Gop govern the 
world without the inftrumentality of fubordinateé 
agents ? As well might it be afked, Why did he 
not determine to fave the world without the inter- 
vention of a mediator ? With refpect to both it fhould 
fatisfy us, that fo it feemeth good in bis fight. 
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*¢ Ar what inftant I fhall fpeak concerning 4 na- 
tion, and concerning a kingdom, to éui/d and to 
plant it.” From what veftiges of providence may 
we infer, that this language comes addreffed to us ° 
It were to be withed that this seconp enquiry could 
be anfwered by referring to the traces of a real re- 
formation. This would be the ftrongeft affurance 
of the continuance and enlargement of our liberties. 
But, O America ! faved of the Lorn, haft thou not re- 


volied more and more ? 


Divine providence doth not precipitate events : 


There isan harmony in its diftributions. Bodies - 


politic, like the body natural, have their periods of 
growing to maturity and decay. Some States go to 
decay fooner than others, as fome perfons haften om 
themfelves a premature old age by various exceffes, 
But judging from analogy, is it to be fuppofed, ill. 
deferving as we are, that the defolation of this coun- 
try is near ? a country refeued mote than once in 
circumftances feemingly defperate. From the juf- 
tice of our caufe, paft falvations, and prefent pref: 
pects, may we not hope, that for dis own name’s fake 
the Gop of our fathers will make known his falva- 
tion in the fight of all nations by humbling our op- 
preffors ° 


We cannot look into futurity. This is ns pre- 


togative who /ceth the end from the beginning. But we - 


call to mind his wonders of old. When our ancef- 
tors fought a retreat from oppreflion, he madea 
path for them through the fea and furnifhed them a 
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table in the wildernefs. When few in number, 
Rrangers in the land, and encompaffed by favage 
enemies---when help was far off, he drove out the 
heathen with his hand, increafed our fathers, and 
eaufed the fear of them to fall on the enemy. The 
hand which planted, hath hitherto protected, this 
vine---atno time more remarkably, perhaps, than 
i our own, Events fo confpicuous, fo much be- 
yond al! human forefight, as thofe we have been 
witnefles to in this war, muft imprefs fuch as difre- 
gard the common courfe of providence. Permit me 
to mention in this view the debility of the country 
when the war began---the fteps by which it hath 
collected firength and firmnefS---the flow progrefs 
of the enemy---ftores taken from them or brought 
us from abroad.--altogether unexpected internal re- 
fources (fruits of inventive neceffity)---the fuccefs of 
our military operations where we left expe@ed fuc- 
cefs, when and where we were ready to defpair-.- 
the fruftration of them when a fpirit of confidence 
poflefied us---the interference of foreign powers--- 
the humiliating circumftances to which our potent 
enemies are reduced. Such anumber and variety 
of marvellous events feldom take place in an age. 
Whofo is wife, and will obferve thefe things; even ibey 
Shall underfiand-the loving-kindnefs of the Lorp. 


We are brought to an #Rra as rémote from our 
withes, as it was from our expedation, till the pre- 
fent ftruggle. We aimed at nothing more than a 
conftitutional connection with Britain. But he who 
is wonderful in counfel hath fpoken, (and we cannot 

but 


eo, at 


but obey his voice) that we need not go over the fea for 
law, ‘© The mosr uicu divideth to the nations their 
« inheritance, and feparateth the fons of Adam,'de- 
“« termining the bounds of their habitation.” His 
providence, flep by itep, hath called us toaffumean 
independent rank among the nations. May the 
mew empire, the foundation of which, under the 

conduct of his over-ruling hand, is already laid, be 
built up, fo as to fecure public liberty to America as 
long as the fun and moon fhall endure. May the 
example provoke to emulation the numerous kingdoms, 
from which arbitrary {way hath long fince deforced 
this ineftimable blefling, 


Tue powers of the human mind are not exerted, 
or known, till neceffity calls them forth. Like trea- 
fures hid in the bowel ofthe earth, unlefs fought 
for, unlefs we dig deep, they cannot be found. 
Thus it is with the abilities and refources of a coun- 
try. : 


A conrepEracy between free fates, as the Ame- 
rican, may have advantages fuperior to any civil ef- 
tablifhment.’ “ Ifa republic is fmall, it is deftroy- 
« ed by a foreign force ; if it be large, it is ruined 


“ by an internal imperfeG@ion. This twofold in-~ 


*© convenience is remedied by a confederate repub- 
«¢ lic---a kind of affemblage of focieties that cenftitute 
*¢ a new one, capable of increafing by means of new 
*¢ affociations. It was thefe affociations that con- 
“* tributed fo long'to the profperity of Grezce. By 


*¢ thefe the Romans attacked the univerfe ; and by 
s¢ thefe 
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« thefe alone the univerfe withftood them. For 
«¢ when Rome was arrived to her higheft pitch of 
<< grandeur, it was the affociations behind the Da- 
<< nube and the Rhine, affociations formed by the 
“<< terror of her arms, that enabled the barbarians to 
*¢ refift her,” + 


_ Tse American confederacy, from the circum/tan- 
ces of it’s formation---the neceflity impelling to it--- 
the fituation of the confederate States, with the com- 
mon intereft European nations will have in protec- 
ting them---and the ftrength it will acquire by im- 
provements in hufbandry, manufadures and com- 
merce, new fettlements in the wildernefs, other 
flates joining the union, &c. bids fair to endure, 
when the power now armed againft it fhall be broken 
in pieces--- When, perhaps, even the remembrance of 


“it thall be blotted out from under beaven---Or this only 


written for a memorial, that it brought all the horrors 
of a bloody war on a country which looked up to it 
asa parent---that having fr thruft out her children, 
the(e, taken under the patronage of that Being who 
4s the refuge of the opprefed, whofe is the earth and the 
fullnefs thereof, derived from him, and him only, a 
goodly heritage---that their unnatural parent wan- 
tonly claimed the fruit of their unparrelleled toil and 
perils, and attempted by famine, fire and {word to 
gompell them to furrender it ; but failing in the un- 


lertaking, precipitated her own ruin. 


Licur 


+ Spirit of Laws, Vol. I. p. 159, 169, 
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Licut bath rifen to us in obfcurity, and fhone more 
and more. Wherefore, 


Turrpiy, What are the obligations of a people 
for whom fuch great things have been done ? upon 
whom fuch profpeés are opening ? To conciliate 
the favour of the Almighty patron of our rights, we 
muft, as our fubje& recommends, obey his voice. 


Gop fpeaks to men in his word and providence as 
clearly as when he uttered his voice from the ex- 
cellent glory. When we view him as the FraTHER 
of the whole family in heaven and earth--.making his fun 
to rife on the evil and good, and fending rain om the juft 
and unjuft--. exercifing loving-kindne/s, judgment, and righ- 
ieoufne/s in the earth---reconciling the word to bimfelf in 
Jesus Curisr---/eading finners to repentance by the 
riches of bis goodnefs and forbearance , but whetting bis 
fword, and taking hold on judgment, if the degenerate 
turn not---\When we refie& further, that the love of 
Gop and our neighbour is more than whale burnt-offer- 
ings and facrifices---that faith working by love is the fum 
of chriftianity.--that she kingdom of Gon is .righteouf- 
nefs, and peace, and joy in the Hoty Guost---We are 


hence fufficiently informed what it is to bearken unte 


Gop, to obey bis wice. 


Tue love of Gop is the firft and great commandment 5 
the love of our neighbor the fecond, and like unto it, 
Such is the fimilarity and connection between thefe 
two commandments, that ‘ he who loveth not hig 
¢* brother, whom he hath feen, cannot love Gop, 
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«¢ whom he hath ‘not feen.” The exhortation, 
‘ Look not every man on his own things, but every man alfa 
on the things of others, could not have been enforced 
by an argument of comparable weight with that the 
apoftle fubjoins ; Let this mind be in you, which was 
in Curist Jesus. The ftrength and extent of this 
divine principle were difplayed in him beyond all 
example. He went about doing good ; and, having. 
humbled himfelf from the form of Gop to that of a 
fervant, in the likenefs of men, gave himfelf a raujom 
for all. His religion is better adapted to promote 
the welfare of fociety, by making it’s members what 
they ought to be, than all the maxims and inftitu- 
tions of the wifeft philofophers and legiflators, 
Can the reje@ion of fuch a religion confift with a 
public fpirit ?> Men who affect to defpife this hea- 
venly inftitution, may boaft of an exalted benevo- 
lence and love of their country. But however qua- 
lified they may be in other refpeéts to ferve their 
country, nothing could more fully prove them ene- 
mies of it, than their vilifying a religion admirably 
adapted to promote peace and mutual good will ; 
inculeating thofe public affe@tions which build up a 
commonwealth, render it as a city compaét together, and 
to it’s enemies terrible as an army with banners. May 
we never fee the time in this Chriftian State, when the 
contemners of a religion fo beneficial to communities 
thall be poffeffed of public truft. This would be to 
advance men who publicly infult their country, and the 
sities of our Gov ; who pour obloquy on the bright- 
eft character that ever appeared in human form, the 
friend of all mankind, Gop manifeft in the flefo 
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Courter: “ Where the fpirit of the Loro is, 
« there is derty.” Arbitrary principles deftroy the 
focial affections. They fuppofe the greater part 
made for compliance and fervitude. They tranf- 
pofe the order, and militate with the defigns of pro- 
vidence, which hath equally in the ftate as in the 
church appointed the creaTesT, fervants of all. 
Principles which rob mankind of their rights civil 
and religious, are not very compatible with the love 
of our people. 


Werner civil or religious ufurpation hath been 
greatett, is difficult to fay, Tyrannical rulers have 
generally favored the views of tyrannical ecclefiaf- 
ticks, in return for the fervices thefe have rendered 
them. ‘Together they have deluged the earth in 


blood. A better reafon cannot, probably be given” 


for the late eftablifhment of popery by a Britith par- 


. liament, while the proteftant religion, founded in 


principles of liberty, is barely tolerated. Popery 
can prevail only under an arbitrary government, 
implying a general ignorance of civil rights. Hence 
the prefervation of our religion depends on the con- 
tinuance of a free government, Let our allies have 
their eyes opened on the bleffings of fuch a go- 
vernment, and they will at once renounce their fu- 
perftition, On the other hand, fhould we lofe our 
freedom, this will prepare the way to the intro- 
du@ion of popery. -# 


‘Posric happinefs may be enjoyed either under a 
monarchy or ariftocracy, on fuppofition of public 
: {pirit 


aq 


Se ceding. 


(4 3168-9 


fpirit in princes, or nobles. But faithful hiftoty 
fcarce permits us to make the fuppofition.* Where 
the temptations to violate the rights of fociety are 
ftrong, the opportunities of doing it frequent, and 
no immediate danger threatens, there is not refolu- 
tion, and feldom inclination, to withftand the allure- 
ments of wealth and power. Juftice yields to ar- 
bitrary might. The oppreffed have none to com- 
fort them. Inured to flavery, they bear it patient- 
ly. Long ufage brings men to think thoefe mea- 
fures juft, againft which reafon loudly remonftrates. 
He that in a private ftation might exclaim, with 
Hazak1, Is thy fervant a dog that he fhould do this thing ? 
when placed in authority, diftegards the voice of 
reafon, the claims of juitice, the bonds of gratitude. 
The fafcinating luft of dominion never faith, Jt ts 
enough : That it’s demandsare fo fubmiffively yield- 
ed to is furprizing. Yea, fome would have us be- 
lieve, that refiftance of the moft deteftable tyranny 
is an unpardonable fin. They would have us fa- 
crifice, at the fhrine of royatty, the love of the bro- 
therbood, the bonor we owe to mankind, and even the 
fear of Gov. If among their numerous prerogatives, 

kings 


®¢ Ambition joined to idlenefs, and bafenefs to pride, a de- 
fire of obtaining riches without labor, and an averfion to truth, 
flattery, treafon perfidy, violation of engagements, contempt of 
civil duties, fear of the prince’s virtue, hope from his weaknefs ; 
but above all, 2 perpetual ridicule caft upon virtue, are the cha- 
raéterifticks by which moft courtiers in all ages and countries have 
been conftantly diftinguithed. If their fhould chance to be fome 
unlucky honeft man among the people, Cardinal Richlieu hints, 
that a prince fhould not employ him.” Srrest of Laws, Vol.f. 
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kings had claimed none of the djvines it would have 
been well. Taking the idea of rebellion from the 
language of courts; it may be defined, an unfuc- 
cefsful refiftance of tyranny. For fuccefs effaceth 
the crime. 


Tue only form of government exprefly inftituted. 
by heaven was that of the Hebrews. Their’s was 
a confederate tepublic with Jenovan at the head, 
it confitted of twelve diftin@ flates ; each fovercign 
in the adminiftration of juftice within itfelf, while 
their eouncils and force were united in whatever 
éoncerned them all. ‘Their conftitution was moft 
friendly to public liberty. For befides the inde- 
pendence of the tefpective ftates on each other, and 
their confederacy as one kingdom for the better fe- 
curity of their common and particular tights, im 
this divinely inftituted polity public trufts were not 
hereditary, nor had they any revenue to fupport the 
officers of government in affluence. Equality of 
condition was provided for, and the means of cor- 


 tuption prevented, by the agrarian law, prohibiti- 
on of money on ufury, releafe of fervants and deb- 


tors, and return of eftates in the jubilee. That 
they might preferve their liberties mviolate, they 


were inftructed to remember their bondage in Egypt, 


and wonderful deliverance-- the prefervation of 


their liberties in all times of danger by the manifeft 
interpofition of the Almighty in humbling tyrants 
for theit fakes. 


Wuen they at length infifted on a change of their 
pg con- 
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eonftitution, Gop gave them a «inc in his anger--» 
The firft fucceflor to the crown was of another fa- 
mily---And though the fueceflion was continued in 
this, yet when the grand. fon came to the throne, and 
refufed to eafe the burthens complained of, ten of 
the flates revolted. Heaven approved the revolt, 
and appointed them a king. And when Réhoboam 
raifed-an army to recover his revolted fubjects, 2 
prophet of the Lorp was fent to him with the mef- 
fage, This thing is done of me, Ye foall not go up to 
Sight againft your brethren. 


Tuer conftitution of England, reared by the wif- 
dom of ages, has been called the envy of Europe, 
and fuppofed to approach as near perfection as any 
human form can. But: what is the adminiftration ? 
‘The moft important branch of the legiflature is en- 
tirely fubfervient to the views of the crown, Nor 
can it be otherwife, while the public honors, trea- 
fare and force are at the difpofal of the prince. 
With thefe advantages what can hinder a Britifh 
king from being an adjolute monareh ? 


Wuen “ either branch hath loft it’s indepen- 
<< dence,” judge Blackftone well obferves, ‘¢ there 
¢ muft foon be an end of the conftitution The 
«* jJegiflature” is “ changed from that which was 
<« fet up by the general confent and fundamental 
<6 aét of the fociety.” The fame learned writer 
faith, “« The fern commands of prerogative have 
« yielded to the milder voice of influence ; the ila- 
ce vith and exploded de@rine of non refiflance has 
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« given way to military eftablifbment by law s and to 
« the difufe of parliaments has facceeded a parlia- 
«< mentary truft of an immenfe perpetual revenue.” 
The prefumption is, that the conftitution is mate- 


rially defective. 


From the natural parity of mankind it clearly 
follows, that all fovereignty is ultimately in the 
people, or their reprefentatives. They may, at any 
time, regulate the fucceffion, limit the fovereign, 
or abolifh kingly government. Different forms of 
government are adapted to different people and cir- 
cumfances. The only view in which one form is 
preferable to another, is, the greater profpect of an 
impartial adminiftration under it. For this reafon 
we give the preference to 4 reprefentative democra- 
cy. We may be prejudiced by education. Our 
prefent fufferings from an opprefiive power tmey 
have ftrengthned thofe prejudices. But all hiftory 
affures us, that when the powers of government 
have been lodged witha fingle perfon the care of 
the public has not been the object of purfuit. He 
has been content with meafures that will laft out 
his own time. Or if his views have extended fur- 
ther, it has been to compleat a fyftem of tyranny. 
Nor hath it been otherwife, when the decifion of 
all affairs has been engroffed by a few, and thefe not 
dependent on their people. But in the form we 
{peak of, a fpirjt of love and union is promoted by 
mediocrity of circumftances---a fpirit of envy and 
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Micke’ is prevented. Public employments are not 
lucrative---they require application they are tranf- 
ferrable. Here mcrit is more generally diftinguifh- 
ed. Every individual confiders himfelf, and is re- 
garded by the community, as a perfon of fome fig- 
nificance. The lowett have free accefs to the chief 
magiftrate. Such a form of government is an ef- 
feétual check to that infupportable pride and bound- 
jefs ambition, which have flain millions. People 
are better fatisfied with public meafures when their 
tulers have a common intereft with them, and are 
led by their connections, attachments, and a fenfe of 
dependence to care for the ftate. Popular difcon- 
tent will take place on fome occafions. But if 
groundlefs, it is foon appeafed by the timely inter- 
pofition of fome wife and prudent perfon. If well 
founded, the people know their rulers are ready to 
hear their complamts-- will admit a conviction of 
any miftakes, and, upon conviction, rectify them. 
Or if they perfift in meafutes hurtful to the com- 
munity, they can be difplaced. However 4 popu- 
lar government has been reproached, it will be 
found on enquiry lefs fubject to threatning infur- 
rections than the other forms. 


One fuch government at leat may be named, in 
which infurreétions have rarely taken place, and 
never proceeded to any defperate lengths. Were 
there any fuch thing on earth, the government re- 
ferred to might be propofed as a model of a perfect 
commonwealth. It is indeed a fingular example. 
The legiflative body have from the beginning Aone 
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the higheft honour to popular elections, and fhewn 


the entire fafety and wifdom of an annual choice. 


There can be no danger from frequent elections, 
while thofe in authority are tender of the rights of 
the community. When they arenot fo, ought elec- 
tions to return but feldom to fecure them in place ? 
In the commonwealth I fpeak of, a generous con- 
cern for the public liberties in the legiflature, and 
refpe@ for authority in the people, have happily 
united. It’s exertions on all public occafions, in 
the prefent war efpecially, have placed in a con- 
vineing light the advantages of a reprefentative de- 
mocracy. We truft there will never be occafion to 
fay, that it’s order and happinefs hitherto have not 
been owing to the fpirit of liberty and parity of 
circumftances, but to the check it has been under 
from Britain. If it?s own wifdom and virtue had 
not heretofore, as well as more lately, guarded it’s 
rights, that check, inftead of defending, would have 
abridged them. The checks of 2 monarchy or an 
ariftocracy have not general happinefs for their ob- 
ject: For they both depend on great inequality ia a 
community. They purfue the interefts of a few by 
the mifery of many.* 


THERE 


* Perhaps no amendment can be propofed in the prefent civil 
polity of Conneticut but what would be attended with greater 
rifque than profpedt of advantage. Alterations of the conifituti- 
on, or ancient ulages, are always hazardous; nor fhould ever be 
attempted unilefs irnportant in themfelves----unlefs alfo the prof- 
pest of fuccefs wil! juftify the hazard. Their tendency is to 
nnfettle men’s minds, and diffelve government----efpecially if 
they are frequent. 
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“Turre may, we grant, be equality in the ex- 
treme. The fpirit of liberty, confifting in every man’s 
doing what is right in bis own eyes, is the deflruction 
of public happinefs, and of fociety itfelf. Com- 
plaints may be indulged without reafon. It is true, 
notwithftanding, that the body of a people much 
oftner acquiefce in wrong meafures, and bear bur- 
thens which cannot righteoufly be laid upon them, 
than complain without reafon. 


« Bur the dignity of government fhould be 
« maintained,?? True. They who: watch for the 


_ public weal are entitled to efteem and an honorable 


fapport. De/pifers of government ate dangerous men 
in any flate. There is, however, a_differcnce be- 
tween good government and bad. Nor is the dig- 
nity of government to be maintained by relinquifh- 
ing, on demand, immunities conferred on us by the 
Gop of nature and grace, recognized by the laws 
of fociety, and which we are commanded by the 
higheft authority to ftand faft in. The dignity of 
government depends not lefs on the wifdom and juf- 
tice of it’s adminiftration, than on the reverence and 
fubmiffion of the governed, 


Amonc the various caufes which have brought 
flavery on a free people, a lavith diftribution of the 
public treafure hath not been the leaft. Hence ru- 
jers have rifen to independence, and fubverted the 
liberties they were appointed to defend. Inftead of 
making the public burthens lighter, they have in- 
exeafed them. ‘The body of mankind rife up eal 
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and fit up late, to toil” for a fcanty fubfiftence 5 
while the greater part of their earnings is confumed 
on the pride and vanity, the floth diffipation and 
luxury of a few. Behold the tears of the opprefied 
in various parts of the earth. They ery out of vi- 
olence and wrong without redrefs----Redre/i, did I 
fay | Even a groan in their bondage is deemed in- 
folent, and not uttered but at the hazard of life. 
An opulent magiftracy have proved the bane of the 
fate, as an opulent clergy have of the church, 


Wuite juftice conftrains me to fay this, it equal- 
ly requires a’ caution againft a_ fpirit of impatience 
and infolence under the adminiftration of rulers who 
feek the wealth of their people. “Their vigilance, their — 
unwedried attempts for their @ountry, efpecially at 
atime when it’s’ liberties are-in imminent danger, 
demand ‘the warmeft acknowledgments and ready 
concurrence of the community. Gratitude and in- 

ereft oblige a people to fay, We will be with you ; 
be of good courage, and doit, Government may lofe. 
the refpe@ it claims by an ill judged parfimony. 
Hence the firft places in it may be filled by men of 
low talents, or no fixed principles. 


Tur beft fecurity of any government is the love 
of it difufed through all ranks. In order to this 
lenity muft be it’s chara@eriftic. Wide is the dit- 
ference between an eaftern pespor, like a roaring hon 
and ranging bear over a poor people, anda ruler who 
js the raTuer of his fubjeéts, /cattering the wicked 
with his eyes, in whofe days she righteous flourifh, When 


. the 


(2 tee 3 


the ear beareth bin, it bleffeth bim, and when the eye 
feeth bim, it gives witnefs to him, In conducting 4 
fate, as in a family, feverity may procure a foreed 
fabmiffion for a time ; but; on the whole, renders 
authority weak and precarious. Hence many and 
rigerous penal laws are to be avoided. They de- 
ftroy the diftintion of erimes---eradicate the princi- 
ples of ingenuity and fhame---beget a flavith fpirit 
.--and muft end in anarchy or defpotifm. Multi- 
plying penal laws, like that of oaths, deftroys the 
force of them. Lenity is peculiarly the character. 
of the divine government. The fupreme fuler of 
the world delighteth in mercy. Punifhment is his 
Strange work. Now the nearer any human go- 
vernment is ee to this pattern, the more 
perfect. = 


We go on to fay, fimplicity of manners condu- 
ees to builda ftate. Such a people are; for the moft 
part, active, hardy and brave---jealous of their 
rights---united in their counceils---fruitful in refour- 
ces---fixed in their purpofe, unawed by the threats 
or ravages of tyrants: Yea, thefe roufe them to 


greater exploits. 


Tue principal riches of a flate confit in the fruits 
of the field. Special attention is therefore due to 
the condition of the hufoandman. 


App to this, the encouragement of manufactures 
for which there will be further oceafion as the 
country fhall populate ; and which may be mucly 
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facilitated by inviting induftrious and virtuous fo- 
reigners to fettle among us. 


Fivatity : A government which gives due en- 
couragement to fchools and public worfhip hath 
every way theadvantage ofone that neglects them, im 
regard of civil order and happinefs, ‘This is eafily 
feen from comparing them together. An early cul- 
ture in human knowledge, and inftruétion in reli- 
gion, are important objects. --a like neceffary to build 
up a people. The immediate civil advantages of 
them, regard to pofterity, and to the soverricn of 
the univerfe, who difpenfeth to communities in this 
world according to their character, enforee them 
upon us. The oath of Gop can no. longet be the 
bond of fociety, than the public acknowledgment 
of him is upheld. It is given as part of the cha- 
racter of one of the beft rulers, that he /pake com- 
fortably to all the Levites that taught the good knowledge 
of the Lorv. If the minifters of religion invade the 
province of the magifirate, or affume dominion over 
the faith of chriftians, or are needlefly involved im 
fecular affairs, or lead a life of idlenefs, diffipatiom 
and fenfuality, let them be defpifed. If the gofpel 
hath an unfriendly afpect on civil fociety---or if any 


individual ean be injured in his chriftian liberty by 


being required to uphold it in fuch public fofm as 


"he fhall chufe, then let the Lorv’s-day, and the in 
‘ftitutions of religion be negle&ted. But if the cons 


trary is the obvious truth, a good magiftrate 

will then take care of religion, that the ftate may 

be in health and profper. Them shat bLonor me, £ 
D 
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will bonor ; but they who defpife me, oall be lightly 
efteemed. 


Srares juft emerging from oppreffion, are in 
danger of prefuming on the fmiles of heaven. This 
danger is intimated in the text : An enquiry from 
what quarters it drifeth, was the /af thing propofed. 


Axusz of profperity is incident to our lapfed na- 
ture. Special divine interpofitions often méet with , 
no other returns than unthankfulnefS, fecurity, and 
felf confidence. Should our deliverantces be per- 
verted to the purpofes of venality and woridly am- 
bition, infidelity, diffipation, licentioufnefs and in- 
ternal diffentions, this would indeed be to do evil ix 
Gon’s fgbt. It would, more than the external vi- 
olence we have hitherto repelled, endanger our pri- 
vileges. With good reafon might we fear, that our 
gracious Gop would repent of the good, which he has 
encouraged us to expect.+ There might be melan- 
choly occafion to apply to our confederacy, Ris 
UNIUS ZZTATIS. 


Wuen the enemy threatned to 6verwhelm us, 
we befieged the throne of grace. Gop’s right band 
and holy arm bath gotten the vitiory. We have fung his 
praife. Shall we foon forget his works ! He hath de- 
livered-us, that we might ferve him in bolinefs and 
righteou/nefs a/l the days of our lives. ‘Ob that ibere were 
fuch an heart in us ! . . ses 
eR Love 


+ Daur, viii, 10, 113 19, 20. 
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Love of our country, love of liberty, are expret- 
fions much ufed by many who are moitt paflionate 
lovers of their own felves. They have not failed te 
improve the opportunities of opprefling their neigh- 
bors and country, ata time when all orders have 
been called, in a peculiar manner, to cultivate that 
charity which /eeketh not ber own. Nothing more 
than /iberty hath been ufed for @ cloke of malictoufne/s. 
This hath prejudiced many againft the caufe of 
America. But for this, our union might have been 
greater, and many embarrafiments aad misfortunes 
prevented. The fpirit of liberty, under juft regu- 
lation, is 4 moft efficacious mean of building and 
planting a ftate--. Liberty, ufed for a pretence, pulls 
tt down with both bands. 


An honeft zeal for the public liberties, not di- 
refed by found wifdom, merits the opprobrium, 
which the enemies of the Jews malicioufly caft on 
them : That which they build, if a fox go up, be foall 
even break down their fione wall. 


Tue experience of all ages fhews, that @ kingdom 
divided cannot fiand. Of what moment, then, is a /pirié 
of love, and of a found mind, that there be no fcbifm in 
the body politic, but that the members bave the fame car¢ 
one of another ? 


_ Furrner: Nothing hath a darker afpeé on rif- 
ing flates than effeminate manners. They equally 
enervate the body and mind-.-banifh all public fpt- 


rit.--foon make a fenfible people ignorant of thei: 
: commer 
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common intereft and danger, and an active people 


indolent .-diminith their refources---deftroy the con- _ 


fiftency and energy of their councils.--and extin- 
guith the ardor which the invafion of their rights 
had kindled in them. Such manners invite an in- 
wafion from abroad ; or expofe them to the intrigue 
and ufurpation of ambitious fpirits among them- 
felves; under whofe fhadow, inftead of enjoying 
the fweets of liberty, the fruit of their own vine, they 
are torn and devoured without a poffibility of re- 
lief. Should any have fp'rit to remonftrate, fire 
comes cut of the bramble and devours she cedars of Lebanon. 


On what rocks have other ftates fplit, when they 
appeared impregnable to foreign arms ? What were 
the attendants on profperity in the four great em- 
pires of the world ? The prophetic character of the 
fit. Thou that art given to pleafures, that dwelleft care- 
ijfly,* was moft ftrikingly exemplified on the day of 
her fall. To this-event the following words refer: 
Flow is the oppressor ceafed ? the GOLDEN city ceafed ? 
How art thou cut down to the ground that didft weaken 
the nations? + Another prophet defcribes the /econd 
as flowing in riches, which cherifhed pride and the 
luft of conquett--.pufbing weftward, and northward, 
and fouthward. ~ The infcription on her is, Arife, 
devour much flee § -- words expreffive of the favage 
fpi:it which worldly -greatnefs begets. After fub- 
jecting the firft mentioned empire, and oa 
ee ata pent trd 
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the people of Gop from flavery, growing vain and, 
infolent by fuccefs, and finking into effeminacy, fhe 
was fubdued by the ¢hird ; or rather by her own 
vices, However, the avenged herfelf on the con- 
querors, by introducing corruption, bribery and lux- 
ury, which “ furik them from the paffionate love of 
liberty, and made them run eagerly into fervitude. 
Conqueft and fecurity diffolved the bends of union 
which common danger hold them in. Fatal diffen- 
tions took place among men originally free, brought 
up together and natives of the fame country, com- 
panions in the fame dangers, and inftruments in the 
accomplifhment of the fame exploits and victories, 
tearing in pieces the empire they had all concurred 
to form at the expence of their blood.” The fourth 
is defcribed by the prophet as exceeding ftrong, and 
treading down all the former kingdoms, and devour- 
.ing the whole earth.* The Romans were @ people 
<sformed to fubdue and to govern the world.”? 
Their “ fyftem of jurifprudence is the nobleft mo- 
nument of their wifdom.”? But their victories con- 
tributed to their decline and ruin. Ill boding wealth 
firft introduced foreign manners. No crime, no act 
of wanton luft is now unknown; for Roman poverty 
is loft. Luxury, more mercilefs than arms, invaled 
Rome, and thus avenged the conquered world. ¢ 
. via Pret ‘An 
* Dan. ii. 40. and vil. 7, 23. 
} Prima peragrinos ob{ceena pecunia mores Intulit. 
Nullum crimen abeft facinufque libidinis, ex quo 
~ Paupertas Romana perit. a 
Scovior armis 


Luxuria incubuit, vidumque ulcifcitur orbem. 
Joven, |. 2. Satyr. 6. 
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An elegant writer refembles fuch changes in rich 
and luxurious ftates to that in the fine country round 
Vesuvius on an eruption of that fiery mountain, 
s* While the inhabitants are funk in voluptuoufneis, 
while all is fmiling round them, and they think that 
no evil, no danger is nigh, the feeds of deftrudion 
are fermen'ing within ; and breaking outona fud- 
den, lay wafte all their opulence, all their delights; 
till they are left a fad monument of divine wrath, 
and of the fatal effects of internal corruption.” 


Vorupruousness, pride, and contempt of religion 
and providence are the natural growth of opulence 
and military fuccefs. In thefe refpects the fin of our 
enemies is writien with a pen of iron, and with the piint 
of a diamond. For thefe they are now threatned as 
in v. 7. of the context. Menez, Texet, if not writ- 
ten on the walls of the palace of Georce THE THIRD, at 
leaft feems legible on his councils, ie 


Pustic crimes not only prevent the good, which 
providence may intend a community ; but fooner or 
later meet fignal vengeance, Becaufe they regard not 
the work of the Lorn, nor the operation of bis bands, 
he foall defiroy them, and not build them up. May we 
learn from the example of others, not from our own 
experience, the confequences of unamending wick- 
ednefs, We fee our danger. If our caution is 
awakened, it may be a lengthening of our tranquillity. 


For the age of this country we are, perhaps, as 
degenerate as any people.--efpecially confidering 
the 
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the errand of our anceftors hither, and our privileges 
and deliverances. Profligate manners, during 
the prefent war, have run and been glorified. Is it not 
to be feared, that aswe multiply, and extend our 
commerce, a vain magnificence, the luft of power, 
fenfuality, and contempt of all principles of religion 
and virtue willbe imported in as large cargoes as 
foreign commodities ? Should this be the cafe, it 
would deftroy the freedom for which we have ens 
dured many years fevere confi. 


We may image to ourfelves the future glory of 
thefe rifing ftates from the abundance of the fea flowing 
in to them---a rapid population- -a vaft wilderne({s 
turned into a fruitful field--.a refpectable navy---a 
well difciplined militia---the progrefs of {cience--- 
and the eftablifhment of an empire on fuch liberal 
and ftable principles, that, humanly fpeaking, it may 
defy all foreign affaults. : 


+ 

Bur while one imagines this delightful feene rea- 
dy to open, a melancholy gloom comes over the 
mind, Methinks I fee profufion and luxury com- 
ing in like a flood.-.corruption and bribery invading 
all renks---public meafures carried by influence--- 
houfes of worfhip forfaken, or frequented only by 
few---the public fupport of religion withheld, and 
it’s minifters defpifed---the Lorp’s-day devoted to 
amufements---family devotion almoft univerfally 
laid afide---revealed religion generally difbelieved--- 
the prefent infamy wiped off from the vices of in- 
temperance and uncleannefS---our children early 
taughe 
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taught to fet their mouths againft the heavens---per- 
fo: al revenge demanded for an inadvertant fpeech, 
or little indignity, and the demand _ gratified--.laws 
againft fuch crimes, but dormant, and therefore to 
all intents repealed. 


We maynotona fudden, but gradually, reach 
this pitch of degeneracy. Would to Gon there were 
no grounds for fuch apprehenfions. Pardon, re- 
fpectable hearers, the mention of'them. Thefe evils 


‘ may be more eafily prevented than eradicated. 


Could we perfuade the rifing generation to remem- 
ber our fears and ftruggle --Could we make potte:i- 
ty feel the diftreffes we endure to eftablith freedom, 
virtue and religion---Could we fpeak to future times, 
and make them fhun the vices which have ruined 
other ftates, after their efcape from and triumph 
over, moft dangerous enemies, it would be well. 
But fhould we, and thofe that come after us, learn 
the principles and manners, which have deftroyed 
kingdoms, what, can we expect but to fhare the fame 
fate 2 Will not the governor of the world vift for 
thefe things ? How applicable is the following, paf- 
fage, referring to the redemption of the Jews “from 
Babylonith flavery ? « After all that is come upon 
<< us for our evil deeds, and for our great trefpaffes, 
« feeing that thou our Gop haft punifhed us lefs 
«than our iniquities deferve, and haft given us fuch 
«« deliverance as this : Should we again break thy 
<< commandments ?--.wouldeft thou not be angry 
*¢ with us till thou had& confumed us, fo that there 


“© fhould be no remnant nor efeaping ? O Lorp Gep 
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“ of Ifrael, thou are righteous, for we remain yet 
*¢ efcaped, as it is this day. Behold, we are before 
** thee in our trefipafles,””* 


We are yet involved in a deftructive, tho’ necef- 
fary war. Had gratitude, juftice, wifdom, or na- 
tural affection influenced our public enemy; the fcene 
of blood would not have opened: Had they improv- 
ed by difappointments, it would have been clofed. 
There was a time,-fince the commencement of hofs 
tilities, when a feparation might have been prevent- 
ed. A feparation is now determined, and eannot be 
revoked. Rageagainit temples and facred things was 
thought an ill omen among the heathen: They 
eftcemed clemency in conquerorsa virtue. We could 
hame an enemy, boatting of their humanity, and pro- 
fefling Chriftianity, whofe ravages, whofe mercilefs 
treatment of thofe in their power, would blot the 
page of pagan hiftory. Tyrants make the world a wil- 
derne/s. Arethey abafed ?T be wilderne/s and folitary places 
are glad, and the defartrejoiceth, and blofometh as the rofe. 


Tue events of the war need not be rehearfed. 
Hitherto the Lorn hath helped us. We praife his 
goodacis, manifet in condu@ting our civil and mi- 
litary councils ; raifing up fo many patrons and 


guardians of our rights ; and girding with ftrength 


and courage our armies and militia, The gentleman 
at the heal of our forces is diftinguifhed for «* ad- 
drefs in pofting himfelf to advantage ; prefenee 
of mind in unexpected emergencies ; and intrepidity 
‘in the heat of action.” The providence of Gop fig- 

as E nally 
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nally preferved and honored him at his firft entrance 
on the ftage of action. At the call of his country 
he hath facrificed domeftic quiet and affluence. To 
his wifdom, uafkaken fortitude, and univerfal refpe@, 
it is greatly owing, under providence, that the ene- 
my; after four years exertions to pluck up, pull down, 
and deftroy are themfelves reduced to greater traits 
than in any foreign war. May a life of fuch impor- 
tance to America be ftill preferved. Having bro- 
ken the power of the oppreffor, may he be further 
prevented with the bleflings of goodnefs, and at 
length fhare in the reward of thofe who are more 
shan conquerers. 


Tuer time would fail me barely to mention other 
public characters entitled to the acknowledgment of 
their country. There is one, however, which I may 
not pafs in filence---One who, like a fkillfull pilot, 
has taken the helm, and conduéted the fhip fafe in 
a tempeftuous feafon---whofe unremitting applicati- 
on toa variety of public bufinefs, without the leaf 
confufion, befpeak a great mind---whofe vigor and 
difpatch, joined with the prudence and ftabilitv of 
years, adorn an exalted ftation.--who is accepted of 
the multitude of his brethren, and defervedly held 
in higheft eftimation in neighbouring flates. We 
account it among the inftances of the a ee of 
Axumicuty Gop to this ftate, that he hath siven us 
fuch'a governor in'this trying day, and fuftained 
him under the extraordinary cares of government, 
fo that he bath labored, and hath not fainted 
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We doubt not, may it pleafe your Excriiency, 
but you have other teftimony than the affe@tions of 
your country. Yourcharity and fervice, and: faith 
and patience enable you to make the appeal of an 
eminent lover of his nation, at the head cf govern- 
ment ina day fimilar to the prefent, «© Think upon 
me, my Gon, for good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.” The Reprefentatives of a 
grateful people will not forget your werk and la- 
bor of love. But your higheft motives, as were 
thofe of another chief magiftrate of the Hebrews, 
are taken from the future recompence of fidelity in 
a public flation : Having refpect to this, you have 
chofen to fuffer affiiction with the people of Goo. We 
ardently wifh your Excellency divine fupports un- 
der the weight of public affairs which come upon you 
daily, and the continuance of the public efteem---that 
you may yet be honored as a principal pillar of this 
ftate, and an illuftrious inftrument in building up 
the United States. The fovereign difpofer of events, 
who deftroyeth the hope of man, hath fenfibly touched 
you in lately removing, in the midft of his days, a 
fon defervedly dearto you.+ Under this grievous 
difpenfation, and in life’s decline, may the profpects 
of the Chriftian faith be your fupport. 


I sec further indulgence, while your Excellency 
is included in an humble addrefs tothe LecisLaTuRE 
now convened in the houfe of Gop. ~»-- 


You are not infenfible, FATHERS, (for as fuch, 
~. Gop 


t Col. Jooxpy Trumeurr; who died Auguft 23, 1778, wt. 42. 


G96" 3 


Gop be thanked, the rulers of this fate of Conneéfi- 
cut may fitly be addrefled)--- You are not infenfible 
what will affuredly duild up a commonwealth, and 
what pull down and deftrey it. Norneed I fay, that 
to advance the one and prevent the other depends 
much on Jegiflators, Suffer me to remind you, that 
the wifdom jrom above crowneth all other talents, and 
applies them to the public good. Poffeffed of the 
fear of Gon, in all the afflictions of your people you 
will be offiéted--. will not facrifice their liberties thro’ 
pyfillanimity, or from any fecular profpects. The 
interefts of virtue and religion, guarded and advane- 
ed by your example and authority, will exalt this 
community --But ‘¢ the importance and falutary in- 
fluence of religion in civil rulers” were well deferib- 
ed andenforced by my reverend brother the laf 
year.* 


As Chriftian magiftrates, you will emulate that 
public fpirit, that fpirit of liberty, which the exam- 
pie aud maxims of the author of our religion in- 
jpire. 


{ 

Your Excerrency and Honors will indulge me, 
at a juncture fo interefting, in the moft explicit re- 
commendation of feveral things belonging to our 
peace. ; 


In thefe times of convulfion authority hath loft 
much of that refpect which is dueto it. This may 
; be 


® The Reverend Mr. Wurrtrersey, 
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be accounted for without the fuppofition of weaknefs: 
or unfaithfulnefs in the rulers, or turbulence in the 
people. Expericnce muft inform the ftatefman 
what public meafures are falutary.. In America’s 
prefent conteft meafures heretofore untried were 
called for: Many which have been gone into, have 
had happy effects: Some upon trial have been found 
unadapted ; or their novelty hath prevented their 
being carried into execution, Thefe reafons have 
rendered a repeal of feveral a&ts ofthe legiflature ne- 
ceflury. Freqvent inflances of this kind tend to lef- 
fen aregard toauthority. Men muft be gradually 
prepared to receive falutary laws. In politicks, as 
in religion, many things are beneficial, which they 
cannot bear at prefent. ‘“* Some diforders may 
“«¢ gain fo great an afcendant in a fate, that to at- 
<< tempt a reformation of them at fucha time, would 
< only difcover the weaknefs of the magiftrates and 
< laws ;as there are difeafes in which medicines 
<< would only haften death.” There was never a 
founder maxim than that lately advanced by a wor- 
thy prelate. The art of government confifis in not go- 
verning too much. Few laws, dictated by wifdom, 
drawn up with fimplicity, and faithfully executed, 
beft fupport the dignity of government. Your en- 
deavors to reftore authority from it’s prefent relaxa- 
tion will meet the concurrence ofall reafonable men--- 
all well withers to their country. The miferies of 
anarchy would exceed thof¢ we have withftood at 
an amazing hazard. Our enemies flatter them- 
felves, that internal divifions and confufion will foon 
deftroy our independence. We with they may be 

difap- 
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difappointed---that as general diftrefs hath united 
ftates very different in their conftitution and man- 
ners, they may, when the common danger fhall be 
removed, guard againft fo fatal an evil as licentiouf-— 
nefs.* 


Ir is of much importance, that thofe who are in” 
eommiffion for the peace, with whom it lies to fup- © 
port the laws and order thro’ the fiate, be men of 
known abilities, frmnefs and prudence; otherwife 
they will weaken government ftill more. We truft 
that in thefe appointments our civil fathers will 
have regard to the bef gifts. And yet there is a 
more excellent way, the «pplication of men’s talents 
being of more confequence than the /uftre of them. 


Ir any efficacious meafures for the free courfe of 
commutative juftice can be devifed, it will be hap- 
py. Anunfixed medium infenfibly corrupts the 
public morals, and diffeminates moft threatning jea- 
loufies, alienations and animofities. We doubt not 
but this matter will have its due weight with the 
legiflature. 


Tue public fupport of fchools, houfes of wor- 
fhip, 


* A good mapiftrate will not ‘* flatter people in their follies, nor 
comply with their paflions againft their true interefts and his own 
judgment. By a wife moderation he will raife their fpirits when 
they are too low, and fhew them their danger when they grow 
too.prefumptuous. Not fatisfied with governing wifely for his 
ewn time, he leaves the government in {ach a ftate, that no others 
fhall have the power of abufing theie truft, and hurting the re. 
public.” 
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fhip, and a learned miniftry, hath hitherto, under 
providence, preferved tranquillity and order, refpe& 
for rulers, obedience to their laws, and promoted 
virtuods manners. The fame means are ftill necef- 
fary tothe f@me ends. . 


A poor is opening for the improvement and en- 
largement of education. Various cireamfances, 
arifing from new connections and the ftate of popu- 
lation in the country, particularly call your attention 
to this objeét--.an obje@ which grows in impor- 
tance every day, Foreign manners will gain ad. 
miffion, if the moft prudent and faithful care is not 
taken : Should they be admitted, our glory and de- 
fence would depart from us. One way of prevent- 
ing them, is, to put the education of youth upon the 
beit plan. «+ Learning,” fays a great civilian,* 
« proves dangerous in defpotic ftates.;.emulation 
«fatal. But in a republican government the whole 
“© force of education is required.” 


Tue Britifh nation though fuppofed free, shave 
really loft their independence, the fountain of:pub- 
lic liberty being corrupted. Hence a timely vigi- 
lance againft ali corrupt influence in the choice of 


the: 
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¢ Bad books, like bad company, corrupt good morals. Pubii- 
‘ cations replete with levity, irreligion and ob{cenity have for -ma- 
ny years had a general circulation in Europe. The authors of 
them muft be ranked among the worft enemies of fociety. Atafte 
for fuch publications begins to prevail among the American-youth, 
foreboding the entire lofs of principles and manners unlefs fza- 
fonably checked, ‘ ie 
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the legiflative body from being once introduced 
among us, will be of effential fervice to the fiate : 
It will prevent the reins of government from cver 
falling into the hands of weak or defigning men. 
You cannot have too jealous an eye on tyranny un- 
der every form; nor can your zeal be better em- 
ployed than againft the means of it, bribery and cor- 
tuption. It helps to fecure public liberty, when no 
one man is allowed to hold many public offices, and. 
thefe offices are not lucrative. 


May I not add, the fecurity of a ftate, and re- 
gard to that Being who builds and deftroys king- 
doms, require, that fuch as pay no acknowledg- 
ments to him, perhaps queftion his exiftence, be ne- 
gle&ted in the diftribution of publie trufts ? Shall 
the oath of Gop be offered them ? Can it have any 
binding force ? And if their oath is no tie, do they 
not diffolve the bond of fociety ? 


SHOULD corruption, voluptuoufnefs and tyranny 
get the afcendant among us, notwithftanding all we 
have fuffered, the mott fignal interpofitions of hea- 
ven for our deliverance, and our advantages to mo-) 
del a confederate republic on ftable principles of 
freedom and juftice, how fhould we merit the wrath 
cf the Almighty !* Detefted be the thought of fup- 

ee porting 
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* An European confederacy, after many years bloody flrugyle 
zgainft monarchical tyranny, were brought under an _ariffocratic 
of their own eftablifhing ; by which they are at pre:eat gc verned. 
** This fcmachful pecple, who could nog endure the leaft exer- 

ale 
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porting a few individuals in magnificence and dif. 
fipation on the fpoils of an induftrious people. Is 
there no ground to apprehend, that opulence and 
the luft of dominion may be introduced, and at length 
deftroy the happy equality we enjoy at prefent ? 
Survey the paft hiftoty of human nature. Is it ef- 
fentially changed ? Ogsra princtPiis is an excellent 
political maxim applied to thé evil we {peak of. 
We may date the lofs of liberty from the time we 
lofe our equality; Bribery, corruption and tyran- 
ny prevail wherever luxury doth, and nearly in the 
fame proportion. It may be worthy your confider. 
ation, whether /wmptuary laws may not be one meam 
of preferving the virtue of the ftafe. Whether fuck 
laws can or cannot effe@ually prevent luxury, the 
example of legiflators themfelves may go far to do 
it. Theit fimplicity of manners will be followed, 
Frugality thould be reputable in a chriftian com- 
monwealth. For our Lorp hath taught us to gather 
up the fragments, that nothing be loft. 


I wovtp not before fuch an auditory fuggeft any 
thing that might imply want of tefpect, that would 
argue diftruft, or might feem forward or affuming. 
Tam perfuaded there is not 4 lepiflature on earth en- 

F titled 


cife of arbitrary power or impofitions, or the fight of any foreign 
troops under the Spanish government, have been fince inured to 
themall, in the higheft degree, under their own popular magif- 
trates ; bridled with hard laws ; terrified with fevere executions ; 
env roned w th foreign forces ; and opprefled wiih the moft cruel 
hardships and variety of taxes, that was ever known under an 
goveroment.’”? Srr Wittiam Tempry’s hiftory of the united 
Provinces, p. 155, duodecimo.: 
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titled to fuller confidence than that I have the ho-- 
nor to addrefs. J fpeak with the greater freedom, 
revered fathers, affured that from inclination and 
principle you will not be wanting in’ precaution 
againft whatever might encourage avarice, danger- 
ous ambition, or a vain luxurious tafte. 


Tue powers of government ate lodged with you, 
GENTLEMEN, In a time of fuch public embarraffment as 
ealls for rulers of tried abilities, firm attachment to 
the public liberties, and an uncommon degree of 
probity and magnanimity. This people are not in- 
fenfible of the folicitude that muft attend your del1- 
berations---the difficulties which will call forth all 
your talents and patience. The mieafures of this af- 
iembly, of the prefent feffion, may be of the utmoft 
confequence to remote pofterity. Out of the houfe 
of the Lorp we with you underftanding of the times, 
and the fpecial prefence of nim who flandeth in the 
congregation of the mighty. Allow me to accommodate, 
with fome variation, the words of a pious ruler : 
Thefe ftates are young and tender, and the empire to 
be builded exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory 
throughout all countries. May he who inereafeth the 
nations, ‘and deftroyeth them, efabhijh the work of our 
bands. 5 


Tuatr Ibe not further tedious, the addrefs 
fhall be clofed with withing you, HONORED FATHERS; 
the affe@ionate and dutiful regards of this commu- 
nity---a fenfe of divine approbation.--the remem- 
hrance of pofterity as the reftorers of the public li- 

; . berty 


eee ea 


berty --and the plaudit of the great day, Well done, 
good and faithful fervants. 


Cxristian paftors, with the concurrence of the 
legiflature, may be greatly inftrumental in forming 
the principles and manners of their country. Would 
they build it up, they will not defire affluence or fe- 
cular power. Their ambition will be to difplay that 
meeknefs, contentment, moderation and abftra@ed- 
nefs from the worlds that concern for the higheft 
interefts of their fellow-men, which fo engagingly 
recommend the example of their Lorp. They will 
ferve their country by inculcating a public fpirit and 
principles of liberty---protefting equally againft civil 

‘and fpiritual tyranny-----recommending fobriety 
and frugality, .obedience to magiftrates, and a peace- 
able life in all godlinefs and honefty -.and by bear- 
ing teftimony againft profufion, diffipation and li- 
centioufnefs. They will doubtlefs have occafion to 
unite againft the avowed enemies of the chriftian 
religion. For the prevalence of diffolute manners 
naturally leads to infidelity in principle. An love 
darknefs rather than light, becaufe their deeds are evil. 
It will, perhaps, be the beft method with fuch men, 
as they affert chriftianity to be a forgery, to cail 
upon them tofhew when the forgery was introduc- 
ed.--by whom---and by what means it gained ground. 


Sacacity, activity, patience, with attachment to 

_ her interefts, diftinguifh the emiffaries of Rome. 
Shall she children of this world be wifer than the children 
of light ?It muft alfo be obferved, that floth, luxury 
and 
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and effeminacy are connected with boundlefs ambis’ 
tion, pride, avarice and the intolerant fpirit of per- 


fecution in the Romith clergy. Their character and 


doom we colleé& from our Saviour. ‘° If that fer- 
«¢ vant fay in his heart, my Lorp delayeth his eom- 
<‘ ing, and thal] begin to beat the men-fervants, 
*¢ and maidens, and to eat.and drink, and be drunk- 
“en: The Lorp of that fervant will come in 4 
<< day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour 
<¢ when he is not ware, and will cu¢ him in fun- 
“¢ der, and will appoint him his portion with the 
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<< unbelievers.” To this profligate and deteftable _ 


character ftands oppofed that of a laborious, faith- 
ful and exemplary clergy---a character eftimable in 
the eye of the great Lorp of the houfhold, which 
will infpire with confidence at his appearing. This 
alfo is defcribed in the fame place. ‘¢ Who then is 


<¢ that faithful and wife fteward, whom his Lorn 


«¢ fhall make ruler over his houfhold, to give them 
<< their portion of meat in due feafon ? Bleffed is 
< that fervant, whom his Lorp when he cometh, 
¢ fhall find fo doing.” ¢ 


A RECOMMENDATION fo other orders of this com- 
munity, to co-operate with their rulers and teachers 
in building it up, will conclude a difcourfe, already 
too Jong for the ftrength of the fpeaker---he fears 


_ alfo for the patience of the hearers, 


More depends on the virtue of the flate taken 
_collec~ 


ft Luka xi. 425-7740. 
. 
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colle@tively, than on that of any individuals, how 
important foever their flation. The beft public 
characters cannot build up, or fave from ruin, a peo- 
ple refolved to do evil in Gon’s fight.* They can- 
not make a fecure people vigilant, a pufillanimous 
people brave, or a vicious people happy. All ranks 
mutt do their part to prevent public ruin, and build) 
up the commonwealth, by hearkening unto Gop. 
Enforce then, in your refpective flations, the laws. 
againft impiety and immorality, and the counfels 
from the pulpit on the fame fubjects. Reverence 
the truths and inftitutions of religion, Be frugal, 
induftrious and temperate, fhunning “ every {pecies 
of extravagance and diffipation, all expenfive diver- 
fions and entertainments,” as was refolved and. re- 
commended by the illuftrious patriots who laid the 
foundation of our confederacy. + If perfons of fi- 
gure, fortune and influence would join in this lau- 
dable refolution, they would merit much of their 
country. America’s daughters would honor them- 
felves by encouraging fimplicity, ceconomyand indof.. 
try, promoting the manufactures of the country, and 
guarding againft foreign fafhions and amufements. 


Wuar is done and fuffered, by perfons in a pri- 
vate ftation, for thofe that live near them, or even. 
for their immediate dependents, is ultimately done 
and fuffered for the community, and may, through 
various connections, be followed with latting effects | 
of the higheft public utility. May fuch be juft and 

chari- 


* EZeK. XiV. 13,---21. 
+ Extracts from the yotes and proceedings ofCongrefs,A.D.1 774. 
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charitable, abide in their calling, and be faithful in 
Sfrael. Chearfully fupport good government. Keep 


a wakeful eye on your rights. Oppofe tyranny in 
church or ftate with equal zeal and firmnefs : 


Withftand it in it’s beginnings. Pray for the peace — 


of Ferufalem. They foall profper that feek ber good. 


In whatever ftation we ‘are any of us called to 
ac&t for our country, let us promote her welfare to 
the extent of our ability. While we feel her 
wrongs, let us bewail her crimes, and every one 
repent him of bis wickedne/s. On the whole, may the 
profpects of futurity fwallow up every other concern. 


Ir is a fublime defcription of the felicity of Ifrael, 
Spires: to their quiet fettlement in Palettine) 
which Mofes has given : May it in fome good mea- 
fure be verified in our beloved country.* There is 
none like unto the Gon of Fefurun, who rideth upon the 
heavens in thy belp, and in bis excellency on the ky. 
The eternal Gon is thy refuge. And be fhall thruft ous 
the enemy from before thee, and fball fay, Deftroy thens. 
Jfrael foall then dwell in fafety alone : The fountain of 
Facob foall be upona land of corn and wine; alfo his 
beavens foall drop down dew. Happy art thou, O If- 
ratl! Who is like unto thee, O people faved by the 
Lorp, the fhield of thy belp, and who is the fword of 
shy excellency! and thine enemies fhall be found lyars 
unto thee, and thou foalt tread upon their high places. 


A E N. 


* Deur. xxxiii, 26,-- 29. 
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CORRECTIONS. 


PAGE 29, line 1, (margin) read, 


Prima peregrinos es pecunia mores . 
Intulit * 
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Various leffer errors of the prefs are left to the 
correction of the candid reader. 
¥ 
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